
 
 

Robin Walker MP 
Minister of State for School Standards 

Sanctuary Buildings   Great Smith Street   Westminster   London   SW1P 3BT 
tel: 0370 000 2288   www.education.gov.uk/contactus/dfe 

 2022-0000437RWPO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sir Mark Hendrick MP 
By email: mark.hendrick.mp@parliament.uk 

Your ref: ZA41575/EW  
 

27 January 2022 
 

Dear Sir Mark, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 5 January, addressed to the Secretary of State, on 
behalf of a number of your constituents, regarding COVID-19 safety measures 
in primary schools. I am replying as the Minister of State for School Standards. 
 
Our priority is for children to remain in face to face education, which is why 
safety measures have been in place in schools to help minimise the risk of 
community transmission. The evidence is clear that being out of education 
causes significant harm to educational attainment, life chances, and mental 
and physical health. 
 
The Government understands the critical importance of not disrupting the 
education of children and young people and we will prioritise keeping all 
education and childcare settings open.  
 
With the risk of infection from the Omicron variant of COVID-19 still high, we 
are reminding education and childcare settings to continue to take the 
necessary steps to ensure that the return to education and childcare is as safe 
as possible. COVID-19 continues to be a virus that we are learning to live with 
and the need to reduce the disruption to education remains. 
 
We have worked closely with the Department of Health and Social Care 
(DHSC) and the United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA) to develop 
safety guidance for schools. The measures set out in our guidance provide a 
framework for schools to put in place proportionate protective measures for 
children and staff. We have a range of measures to mitigate transmission in 
primary schools and early years settings which include staff testing, daily 
testing for close contacts and improved ventilation. Our guidance for the 
opening of schools is available at: tinyurl.com/1ht2Yclx. Information for parents 
and carers about students attending schools, nurseries and colleges is 
available at: tinyurl.com/7zPdJdeo. 
 
Where schools implement the system of controls outlined in the operational 
guidance, in line with their own workplace risk assessment, the UKHSA and 
the DHSC confirm that these measures create an inherently safer environment 
for children and staff where the risk of transmission of infection is substantially 
reduced.  
 



We expect independent schools to follow the control measures set out in the 
guidance, which covers expectations for children with special educational 
needs and disabilities, including those with education, health and care plans in 
mainstream schools. Separate guidance is available for nurseries, 
childminders, further education colleges, special schools and alternative 
provision.  
 
School attendance is mandatory for all students, and the usual rules on 
attendance apply. Children and young people previously considered clinically 
extremely vulnerable (CEV) should attend their school and/or childcare setting 
and should follow the same guidance as the rest of the population. However, if 
a child or young person has been advised to isolate or reduce their social 
contact by their specialist, due to the nature of their medical condition or 
treatment, they should continue to follow the advice of their specialist.  
 
Where a student is unable to attend school because they are complying with 
clinical or public health advice, we expect schools to be able to offer them 
access to remote education. The remote education provided should be 
equivalent in length to the core teaching students would receive in school.  
 
We know that vaccinations remain our best defence against COVID-19 and 
that is why all young people aged 12 to 17 are eligible for a first and second 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Children aged 5 to 11, who are in a clinical risk 
group or who are a household contact of someone of any age who is 
immunosuppressed, should be offered a primary course of vaccination. Those 
aged 16 to 17 and aged 12 to 15 who are in a clinical risk group or in a 
household with someone immunosuppressed are now eligible for boosters and 
are being strongly encouraged to take up this offer when invited to do so. 
 
On 24 January, the Department announced that from April 2022, secondary 
schools, special schools and alternative provision settings will be provided with 
a one-off payment of £1,000, with an additional uplift for larger schools based 
on student numbers. This funding is to support schools in hosting the second 
phase of vaccinations and ensuring that the COVID-19 vaccine is accessible 
to students. Further information for schools on this funding is available on the 
secondary schools and colleges document sharing platform hosted by the 
Department. 
 
As of 20 January, face coverings are no longer advised for staff and students 
in secondary school and college classrooms, and from 27 January face 
coverings will no longer be advised for staff and students in communal areas 
of secondary schools, nor for staff in communal areas of primary schools.  
 
Schools, colleges and early years settings should continue to ensure there is 
good ventilation in classrooms. This prevents the virus hanging in the air and 
infecting people. We have provided schools with CO2 monitors to help them 
identify areas where ventilation needs to be improved, but also to provide 
reassurance that existing ventilation measures are working. During the autumn 
term, we provided CO2 monitors to all state-funded education settings, 
including early years, schools and further education providers, backed by £25 
million in Government funding. Over 353,000 CO2 monitors have 
been delivered to state-funded education settings. 



The programme provided schools and other settings with sufficient monitors to 
take representative readings from across their estate. Feedback suggests that 
schools are finding the monitors helpful to manage ventilation and, in the 
majority of settings, existing ventilation measures are sufficient.  
 
Where an area of poor ventilation has been identified, settings should first look 
to implement simple measures like opening windows and doors. When CO2 
monitors indicate good ventilation, there is no need to keep windows fully open 
at all times. Opening windows regularly for 10 minutes, or a small amount 
continuously, can still reduce the airborne risk from COVID-19 substantially 
compared to spaces with no fresh air.  
 
If the ventilation issue cannot be easily resolved, schools are advised to 
explore what remedial works are needed. We expect the majority of solutions 
to be relatively minor. Day to day maintenance and minor repairs, including 
those to improve ventilation, should typically be funded from general 
maintenance budgets from revenue allocations.  
 
On 24 January, the Department also confirmed that it will be providing an 
additional 1,000 air cleaning units in response to all eligible applications. This is 
in addition to the 8,000 air cleaning units provided for poorly ventilated 
classrooms and teaching spaces where no immediate solutions to otherwise 
improve ventilation are available. Special schools and alternative provision 
settings have already received the air cleaning units they applied for in the 
autumn term. All other settings with eligible applications will receive their units 
from the start of February.  

The Department no longer recommends that it is necessary to keep children in 
consistent groups or bubbles. Close contacts are being identified via NHS Test 
and Trace, not by schools themselves.  
 
Testing in schools and colleges continues to play an important role in 
identifying positive cases. With one in three people with coronavirus showing 
no symptoms and potentially spreading it without knowing, rapid testing 
enables us to find these cases and prevent the spread. Approximately 45,000 
educational settings are within the scope of the Education Testing Programme 
and millions of test kits are successfully delivered each week. 
 
In the spring term staff and students in secondary, higher, and further 
education should continue to test twice weekly at home, three to four days 
apart with lateral flow device (LFD) test kits that are supplied directly to 
education settings. Testing remains voluntary but is strongly encouraged.  
 
There is no need for primary age pupils, those in year 6 and below, to 
regularly test, unless they have been identified as a contact of someone who 
has tested positive for COVID-19. The daily testing of contacts for COVID 
includes primary aged children because identifying a close contact means a 
person is at higher risk of having COVID-19 and the additional testing will 
enable us to better identify infections at an earlier stage. Most LFD tests now 
only use nasal swabs which are less invasive for younger children. Parents of 
primary school aged children should obtain their tests via pharmacies or 
online. 



When testing at home, staff and students must report their result to NHS Test 
and Trace as soon as the test is completed either by telephone as per the 
instructions in the home test kit, or online by visiting: tinyurl.com/y2JG79eo. 
After reporting a positive LFD test result, they will be contacted by NHS Test 
and Trace so that their contacts can be traced. 
 
If there is extremely high prevalence of COVID-19 and existing measures have 
failed to reduce community transmission, additional protective measures 
affecting education and childcare may be necessary to reduce the overall 
number of social contacts in our communities and help protect the NHS. We 
have published a contingency framework outlining how schools should operate 
in the event of any restrictions, available at: tinyurl.com/93vmamck.  
 
The Government will endeavour to give as much notice as possible of any 
need for such restrictions. In all circumstances, priority will continue to be 
given to vulnerable children and young people and the children of critical 
workers to attend full time. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


